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Dates to Remember 

 
November 

No School      8 

M.M.A. Meeting      9 

Conferences  15  

Picture Retakes 16 

UCS Community  

    Meeting   16 

1/2 Day Students 17 

     (Conferences) 

Roller Skating Party 17 

Thanksgiving Break 23 
 

 

December 

Roller Skating Party     7 

Food Drive Ends            9 

M.M.A. Meeting            14 

Santarrific              12-15 

Holiday Break             23 
 

Back to School ~  Jan  4 

 

Dear Parents,  
 
   During November, Messmore will distribute reports cards electronically. The first marking period grades will be sent 
electronically to families after scheduled parent-teacher conferences at the end of the day on Tuesday, November 21, 2017.  
 
   To receive the report cards, parents will need to have a secure PowerSchool account. Parents who do not have access to a 
PowerSchool account will need to register for one prior to Friday, November 17. The report cards will then be automatically e-
mailed to the address that is used to register the PowerSchool account. If you already have a PowerSchool account, you do not 
need to take any further action. The report card automatically will be sent to you electronically.  
 
   Please note that if you have students in junior high school and high school, the reports cards will be electronically sent on 
November 10th.  
 
Mrs. Fiema 
 
What makes us a Montessori School? 
 
   As a Montessori school we follow the teachings of Dr. Maria Montessori (1870 – 1952). She was a medical doctor, a teacher, 
a philosopher, and an anthropologist.  Her progressive view of children was way beyond her time, and her writing is still very 
relevant today (Aubrey Hargis, CDIR, 2017)).  As part of our school improvement efforts we are examining Montessori best 
practices and reflecting on how we can continue to improve the fidelity of our Montessori approach.  
 
   As I continue to learn further each day about being a Montessori school I am learning that Montessori is a verb, an action and 
not a thing (McTamaney 2005). Montessori cannot be named or labeled or identified but only acted out. What makes a 
Montessori program is that intangible, un-nameable breath that loves unconditionally the children it its care, that accepts and 
propels without judgement, that seeks to find commonalities to unite rather than to separate. It is a peacefulness and a peace 
seeking that goes beyond school accreditation. 
 
   Our Montessori approach includes: 
 

 Understanding that children of different ages have different needs and abilities. Our classroom have developmentally 
appropriate activities and expectations. 

 
 We observe our students and try to anticipate what the student will need next. We call this “follow the child.”  

 
 We believe that the environment is the best teacher, and we prepare our classrooms for rich experiences. 

 
 We model grace and courtesy (good manners), treating our students as we wish ourselves to be treated.  

 
 We recognize that all our students are unique individuals who are not likely to master the exact same concepts or have the 

same interests at the same time.  
 

 We do not use rewards and punishments to force children to comply with rules and ill behavior.  We look for ways to 
develop a self –discipline with intrinsic rewards. 

 
 We believe that children learn best when they are free to move their bodies throughout the day.  

 
 We believe that the materials a student works with should be carefully chosen to support the current developmental stage. 

 
 We believe that education can change the world for the better. We are advocates for peace.  The children themselves 

represent a “bright, new hope for mankind.”  
 
   I am not listing all the ways that we approach being Montessori, but I think it is important to reflect on what we do and what 
we believe to continue that focus that has encouraged our students to love learning, acquire values, and develop the skills to live 
in harmony.  
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Fiema 
 

,  
    
 

 

  
 

Messenger 

Renee Fiema, Principal 

8742 Dill Drive   
Sterling Heights, 48312 

http://messmore.uticak12 

Office: 586-797-5600 
Attendance Line: 586-797-5699 

 
 The mission of Messmore Elementary School is to provide a Montessori environment that fosters self-motivated, responsible, life-long learners. 

http://messmore.uticak12/
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Parent Sign In/Out Sheet 

   In accordance with school 
policy, everyone MUST report 
to the office upon arrival.  
Visitor badges are provided in 
the office.  All visitors MUST 

wear a badge when entering the 
school.         
   We appreciate your cooperation in 
this matter. 

 
“Visitors MUST sign in at the office.” 

Administration of Medication 

   Students sometimes need to 
take medication.  Parents 
should administer medication to 
their children at home.  In the 
event that is not possible, the 
school may administer either 
prescription or non-prescription 
medicine – but only when 

authorized by the student’s 
parent/guardian and the child’s 
physician.  Requests must be 
made by completing an 
Authorization for Medication 
form, available from the school 
office.  The form must be signed 
by the child’s physician. 

“The Authorization for 
Medication form must be signed 

by the child’s physician.” 
 

Early Arrivals/Late Arrivals/Early Dismissals 

   Student supervision is a shared 
responsibility between parents and 
school personnel.  Children are to arrive 
at school no earlier than 8:10 a.m. 

   If your child must come to school 
early, please take advantage of the 
School Age Child Care (SACC) available 
at our building. 
   When arriving late to school, children 
must check in at the main office.   

   We understand some 
appointments need to be made 
during the school day.  Please 
allow extra time to your schedule 
to pick up your children.  We will 
call your children out of class 
when you arrive at school.  It is 
important your children stay in 
class for as much of the academics 
as they can. 

 

“Allow extra time to 
your schedule.” 

Grades K - 6 

8:25 AM – 3:15 PM 

 
Lunch 

K, 5, 6  11:25-11:45 (eat) 

1, 2, 3, 4 11:50-12:10 (eat) 

AM Preschool 

8:25 AM – 11:25 AM 

 

PM Preschool 

12:10 PM – 3:10 PM    “Our students learn 

from 8:25am – 3:15pm!” 

Messmore School Hours 



 

 

   Fresh air and exercise have been 
proven to aid in the physical and 
educational growth of children. 
   Students go out for recess 
during the lunch hour, as well as 
in the afternoon.  It is important 
that children wear sufficient 
clothing, as well as shoes, as they 
are expected to go outdoors each 
recess.    

   Generally, if your child is well 
enough to come to school, he/she 
is expected to go outside. 
   Students will remain inside if the 
weather is inclement.  Many factors 
are used to determine outdoor 
recess, some of which are 
temperature, wind chill factor 
(below 10 degrees), and playground 
conditions.  

“If your child is well enough 
to come to school, he/she is 
expected to go outside.” 
 

Background Check for Volunteers 

   As part of its continuing 
effort to maintain the health, 
safety and welfare of students, 
UCS requires all volunteers to 
fill out a criminal background 

check.  If you or any family 
member plan on attending any 
field trips or class parties, the 
criminal background check must 
be completed and on file in our 
office. 
 

“All volunteers are required 
to complete a Criminal 

Background Check.” 

 

   “Sensitivity to food 
products is on the rise.” 

Food in the Classroom 

      Students are permitted to have a 
light healthy snack during the school 
day.  Due to the rise of food 
sensitivity issues, it is important 
that all food follow classroom 
guidelines.  Please take the 
following under consideration: 

1. Many students have food 

   allergies. 

2. Many classrooms are “peanut 

   safe.”  

3. Many students are on restrictive 

   diets (i.e. gluten-free, diabetic,  

   vegan/vegetarian). 

4.Cross contamination is the number 
one risk factor for exposure after 
ingestion. 

   If you choose to honor your child’s 
birthday at school, we ask that you 
not provide treats.  In lieu of treats, 
consider: 

* A class book or game in your child’s 

  name may be donated. 

    *A small gift bag of non-edibles (i.e. 

     pencils, trinkets…) may be distributed.  

    *If a parent has the “special day” off of 

     work, you may take your child to lunch 

     or join your child for lunch in the 

    cafeteria (if you have sensitive ears!). 

Thank you for understanding and your 
support.  As a team, we will keep all 
students in a safe, comfortable 
learning environment. 

 

   If articles of your child’s 
clothing have disappeared or a 
pair of shoes is missing, you 
may be able to find them in our 
Lost and Found.  

Missing Items Starting to Accumulate 
 

   If your child has lost anything, 
please have them look through 
the Lost and Found in the lobby.  
We have quite an assortment of 
items currently without an owner! 

 

Are you my owner? 

Recess
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     We would like to introduce 
ourselves as this year's Box 
Tops for Education  
coordinators. We are excited to 
take over the program and 
hope that we have your 
support! 
 

     Our official competition 
begins November 1st. Within 
the next week, we will be 
checking with the classroom  
teachers to make sure they 
have a collection canister in 
their room. We will then make 
the rounds at the end of each 
  
 

month to collect and count Box 
Tops. 
 

     Our plan is to award the 
class with the most Box Tops in 
January, March, and May. 
Prizes will be extra recess and 
Frosties!!!!  
 

     We thank the teachers, in 
advance, for their help and 
look forward to a great year! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Megan Simon & Wendy Johnson 
Box Top Coordinators 

 

Box Tops for Education are Back! 
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   Fall 2017 Peacekeeper Recipients 
    We are very pleased to announce the Fall 2017 Peacekeeper Award 

recipients.  
 
Marissa Badalamenti, Elise Brink, Alexander Clark, Raghav Ganti, 
Christiano Kizy, Madeline Kleinberg, Manvith Kukkadapu, Emma 
Matovski, Chase Minello, Quinn O’Brien, Michael Oommen, Bianca 
Platon, Shreya Raja, Christina Sam, Penelope Sarcona, Violet 
Schoonfield, Devansh Shah, Kayla Shamou, Annabelle Stengel, 
Gabriella Stys, Oliva Tran Bo and Zofia Zajac. 
 

Congratulations to each of our Peacekeepers! 
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Trunk ‘N’ Treat ~ 2017 
    Thank you to all the families who came out 

and made this years “Addam’s Family” 
themed Trunk ‘N’ Treat such a great time. 
This was such a fun event to plan for and we 
tried some new things that we hoped your 
family enjoyed (Haunted Dance Party and 
Haunted Hallways). We had some great items 
up for Silent Auction and also had some great 
baskets up for raffle this year. This helped to 
raise a lot of money for our school. Yet again, 
we were blown away by the generosity of all 
who participated.  
 
“Best Trunk” went to the Oldenhouse family 

for their Gotham City trunk ~ 
very cool! 

“Best Boy” went to Drew Kanitz for his 
awesome Minecraft costume ~   

nicely done! 
“Best Girl” went to Marissa Minello for her 

bubble gum machine costume ~ 
totally awesome! 

 
   A big thank you to my co-chair, Rachel 
Badalamenti, my Trunk ‘N’ Treat committee 
and the numerous volunteers that helped 
plan, setup and clean up this event. This was 
our first year doing a “Haunted Dance Party” 
and the kids seemed to love it. This was also 
our first year doing “Haunted Hallways” and 
while some of the older kids weren’t exactly 
scared, they all seemed to enjoy it. There was 
a lot of planning and setting up and cleanup 
involved with decorating 2 hallways, the gym 
and the lobby, not to mention the Addams 
Family mansion by the school entrance!  
WHEW!! This could not have been 
accomplished without all the time and hard 
work by the entire committee, so a big 
special thanks to them. Also, a big thank you 
goes out to all our NHS volunteers from 
Eisenhower High School!  

I would also like to thank our Principal, 
Mrs. Fiema, and our school secretary, Mrs. 
Rymsza, for all their help and support with 
this event. We couldn’t have done it without 
them! 
 
Thank you, 
Paul Bednarsh 
Trunk ‘N’ Treat Committee Chair 
      

 

 B   
 E   
 S   
 T   
 
 T 
 R 
 U 
 N 
 K     

B E S T  G I R L     
COSTUME 

B E S T  B O Y 
COSTUME 



             

Messmore Gives Back 2017 

This year our Student Council is sponsoring two service projects to give back  

to our community during the holiday season…… 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

  1 
 
 

2 
 

Peacekeeper 

Assembly 

 

3 
 

4 

5 6 
 

 

7                    
 

 

 

 

No School/ 

Teacher PD 

8  
 

                     
 

P/T Conferences 

5:00 to 8:00 pm 

 

9 10 
 

Bagel Sale 

 

11 
 

12 13 

 

14 

  

 
 

 
 M.M.A. Meeting 

6:00 pm 

15 
 
 

 
 

Picture 
Retake 

Day 
 

16     
   

 
~ 1/2 day of School 

~ 

P/T Conferences 
1:00 to 4:00 pm 

and 
5:00 to 8:00 pm 

17 
 

18 

 

19 20 21 

 

22 
 

Thanksgiving    

Break 

NO SCHOOL 

23 
 
 
 
 

NO SCHOOL 

24 
 
Thanksgiving Break 

NO SCHOOL 

25 

26 27 

 

Classes 
Resume 

28 29 30   

 November 
 2017 
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       December 

   M.M.A. Meeting    14 

   Santarrific Shop            14-16 

   Holiday Break Begins        23 

 


